
 

 

Stalking the Plumed Serpent 
And Other Adventures in Herpetology 

 
by 

D. Bruce Means 
 
 
 

Table of Contents 
Chapter Title Page 
  Table of Contents iii 
  Foreword by Edward O. Wilson v 
  Preface vii 
  Acknowledgments ix 
 1 The Eastern Diamondback: Gentle Ben of Rattlesnakes 1 
 2 River of May: New World’s First Snake 6 
 3 Diamonds in the Rough: Afternoon Delight 13 
 4 Herpetophobia: Roundups or Festivals? 22 
 5 Herpetophilia: Apalachicola Kingsnake 30 
 6 Blue Indigo: Forest Ruler 38  
 7 Phaeognathus: Secrets in the Red Hills 52   
 8 The Feared Cottonmouth: Is It Aggressive? 61   
 9 Cotton Rat: Base of the Food Web 70 
 10 Alligator Snapping Turtle: Leviathan of Southern Rivers 75   
 11 Ouachita Earthworms: A Glowing Story 82   
 12 Bushmasters and the Volcano: Silent Death, Violent Death 93   
 13 Is Tzabcan Kukulcan? Stalking the Plumed Serpent  102   
 14 Island Treasures: Nosy Mangabe 118   
 15 Treefrog Dines on Bats: Prey turns Predator 131  
 16 Wonambi: Quest for the Rainbow Serpent 138 
 17 Black Tiger Snake: Glutton of Chappell 154 
 18 Hunt for the Roughie: Rare Kimberley Relict 162 
 19 The Fiercey: World’s Deadliest 173 
 20 Coastal Taipans: A Dream Realized  183  
 21 Greenies and the Cape York Python Trove 194 
 22 Okefenokee Alligators:  Congratulatory Bellows 212  
  Epilogue 216 
  Bibliography 223 
  Index  227 
  16-pages of color photos inserted between pp. 148 & 149   


